
English 
Language Arts

Mrs. Henry and Mrs. Frick



Students will receive direct grammar instruction. 
We will complete lessons in the grammar, usage, 
and mechanics of writing (or G.U.M.)  Students 
will also be quizzed and tested at the end of each 
grammar unit. Students will be expected to utilize 
the lessons learned during grammar instruction 
in all of their writing, including all assessments.

G.U.M.



G.U.M Revisions

If students score an 80 percent or below on a 
lesson, they may revise the lesson assignment 
for up to an 80 percent. Revision work is 
located in the back of the GUM workbook, titled 
Extra Practice. Students need to complete the 
correct Extra Practice lesson for the revision.  



Wordly Wise Vocabulary and Spelling
Students will work on building a stronger knowledge of vocabulary using the Wordly 
Wise online series.  Every one to two weeks, students will be introduced to new 
vocabulary through the online program. Rigorous vocabulary activities will be 
completed during that one to two week span of time. The students are also 
expected to spell those vocabulary words accurately. Spelling practice is available 
on Spelling City, and the link can be found on Mrs. Henry’s homepage. 

We are fortunate to have the Wordly Wise online program as many of the question 
types are like the ones students will encounter on the NJSLA assessment:

•Questions with more than one answer

•Drag and drop questions

https://www.spellingcity.com/users/annmariehenry


Reading
During reading instruction, students will see us 
model a skill. Then, they will participate in guided 
practice of that skill. Finally, during their independent 
practice, students will apply what they have learned 
to their grade-level novel or another text. 

For most ELA units, there is a grade-level novel that 
accompanies instruction.



Reading: 6th Grade Novels
● Flush by Carl Hiaasen
● Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
● Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
● Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli
● Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
● Wonder by R. J. Palacio
● Ghost by Jason Reynolds



Reading (Continued)
● To supplement the reading instruction and 

strengthen overall reading skills, students will 
typically be assigned one Achieve3000 article to 
complete each week in class. 

● Achieve3000 is a lexile-based, online program that 
adjusts each article’s text complexity according to 
that particular student’s lexile level. 



Achieve Revision

Students may revise an assigned Achieve 
article up to 100 percent. The revision Achieve 
article is sent to the students and is located in 
their Achieve mailbox. Students need to read 
their email, read the article, complete the 
activity questions, and email the teacher to let 
her know the revision was completed. 



Writing
Writing this year will take on several unique forms, all of which will be necessary for the NJSLA assessments and 
more importantly, for our students to be college and career ready.

Narrative Writing Task 
Students are given a story (or a portion of a story) and will have to: 

•continue and end the story while being true to the details and structure the author already provided

•write the story from a different point of view

Literary Analysis Task 
•Students will read two literary texts with a similar thematic message

•Students will write an essay showing how both texts treat that theme through literary devices, tone, symbolism, 
etc.

Research Simulation Task
•Students will use multiple sources (fiction, informational -- both digital and print) to construct an argument and 
defend that argument using those sources.



Chromebooks
● Each middle school student has already been assigned 

one. 

● They are to be used at school and home for academic 
purposes.

● Please review the Chromebook Policy Handbook located 
on H.W. Mountz homepage for all of the technology rules 
and guidelines.



Homework
● Homework will be assigned on a daily basis, and the nightly 

homework for ELA should take approximately 20 minutes.

● Comments and feedback are written on the assignment 
and/or in OnCourse. Then, it’s handed back. 

● If a student fails to complete an assignment when it is due, 
he or she will have one opportunity to make it up for half 
credit if it is turned in the following day. 



Communication...
● Eblasts once a month
● Updated OnCourse Grades
● Contact is easiest through email. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 

Ann Marie Henry:    ahenry@hwmountz.k12.nj.us
Susan Frick: sfrick@hwmountz.k12.nj.us

                                                                                 
 Thank you for coming!


